
Unit: 3 

Grade Level: 8th Grade American History 
Unit Name: Road to Revolution and American Independence 
Pacing:4 weeks   

Priority Standards:  
 
 
6-8.AH.3.CC.C 
Trace the events leading to escalating 
conflict between Great Britain and the 
colonies, from multiple viewpoints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.1.CC.E 
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific problem in American History 
prior to c.1870 as well as the challenges 
and opportunities faced by those trying to 
address the problem. 
 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
 
 

● I can summarize the Boston Tea 
Party. 

● I can identify the Intolerable Acts. 
● I can summarize self-government in 

the colonies. 
● I can trace the events that lead to 

conflict between the colonies and 
Great Britain. 

● I can analyze Thomas Paine’s 
common sense. 

● I can summarize taxes on the 
colonies. 

● I can analyze the First Continental 
Congress. 

● I can research the American 
Revolutionary War. 

● I can summarize the French and 
Indian War. 

 
 

● I can analyze the causes and 
consequences of the American 
Revolution. 

● I can analyze no taxation without 

representation. 

 

 

● I can analyze the Enlightenment 

Supporting Standards:  
 
 
6-8.AH.3.GS.A  
Evaluate the impact of the French and 
Indian Wars on Great Britain’s approach to 
colonial rule.  
6-8.AH.1.CC.A  
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events 
in American history 
6-8.AH.1.CC.D  
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about American history prior to 
1870, to determine helpful resources and 
consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
6-8.AH.2.CC.D 
Describe the causes and consequences of 
the Seven Years War as a turning point in 
American history 
6-8.AH.3.CC.E  
Evaluate the responses of early American 
leaders to the social, political, economic 
and religious challenges facing the new 
nation 
6-8.AH.3.GS.C  
Apply the principles of inalienable rights, 
popular sovereignty, natural rights, and 
social contract to evaluate the purpose and 
legacy of the Declaration of Independence 
6-8.AH.1.G.A  



6-8.AH.3.CC.B 
Analyze the Declaration of Independence 
to determine the historical forces and 
political philosophies that influenced its 
creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.3.CC.CE 
Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of 
the American colonies and England to 
explain the American victory in the 
Revolution. 
 

Thinkers. 
● I can compare the First and Second 

Continental Congress. 
● I can identify the motivations for 

writing and signing the Declaration 
of Independence. 

● I can identify key elements of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

 
 

● I can identify funding of the war. 
● I can explain the strengths of the 

American colonies during the 
revolution. 

● I can explain the factors that lead to 
an American victory. 

● I can explain the strengths and 
weaknesses of the British during the 
American Revolution. 

● I can describe some of the 
strategies used by both sides in the 
war. 

 

 

 Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
in American history prior to c. 1870. 
6-8.AH.1.G.C  
Locate major cities of Missouri, the United 
States, and the world; states of the United 
States and key world nations; the world’s 
continents, and oceans; and major 
topographical features of the United 
States. 
6-8.AH.3.G.B  
Evaluate the relationships among 
population, representation, and their effect 
on power in the new government. 
6-8.AH.1.EC.A  
Using an American history lens, examine 
the opportunity costs and benefits of 
economic decisions on society as a whole 
as well as on individuals, prior to c. 1870.  
6-8.AH.3.EC.B  
Compare the emerging economic 
characteristics of the nation and colonial 
regions to make predictions about future 
expansion and conflict.  
6-8.AH.3.PC.A 
Analyze the perspectives of diverse 
individuals and groups to explain the 
extent of their support for the 
Revolutionary War.  
6-8.AH.3.PC.E  
Analyze the artistic and intellectual 
achievements of early Americans to 
provide evidence of an emerging American 
identity. 
 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A  
Determine the impact of the ideas 



contained in major speeches, literature, 
music, and writings from diverse 
individuals on the perspectives of 
American people, groups and movements.  
 

Big Ideas: 
 
The Road to Revolution leads to American 
Independence and Democracy  
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What events on the “Road to Revolution” 
ensured its inevitability?  
• How does the Declaration of 
Independence establish the foundation of 
an American Government?  
• In what ways did the American 
Revolution have an impact beyond the 
United States? 

Vocabulary: 
 
Ally 
French and Indian War 
Albany Plan of Union 
Treaty of Paris 
Petition 
Boycott 
Writ of Assistance 
Committee of Correspondence 
Civil Disobedience 
Militia 
Minutemen 
Patriot 
Loyalists 
Blockade 
Mercenary 
Traitor 
Preamble 
Natural Rights 
Unalienable Rights 
Cavalry 
Siege 
Ratify 
 

 


